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FORT LEWIS: With
equipment shipped,
soldiers develop skills

BY CHRISTIAN HILL
The Olympian

FORTLEWIS - A $1.1 million sim-
ulator will help soldiers assigned
to the three Stryker combat bri-
gades based here make the most
of their time before they deploy
to combat by this fall.

To train on the Mobile Gun
System - the behemoth of the 10
variants of the armored, eight-
wheeled vehicles - gunhers and
vehicle commanders trekked
over to the Yakima Training Cen-
ter, an area both large and iso-
lated enough to fire off the sys-
tem’s 105 mm cannon. Now they
can step inside a trailer parked
behind the Battle Command
Training Center, the post’s center
for virtual training, saving them
time, money and ammunition.

As equipment ships out ahead
of the soldiers, the simulators al-
low new gunners to get ac-
quainted with the system and
veterans to retain their profi-
ciency on it until they hoard a
plane for the Middle Fast

“With their equipment
shipped. there’s no other way for
them to come over and do the
things they need to do,’ said Sgt.
Maj. Howard Briel, a senior non-
commissioned officer for the
Battle Command Training Cen-
ter. Fort Lewis is the first post to
use the simulator, known as the
Advanced Gunnery Training Sys-
tem, receiving it a year earlier
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than expected because of the ap-
proaching mass exodus,

The 3rd and 4th Stryker bri-
gade combat teams are headed
to Iraq for their third and second
deployments, respectively.

The 5th Stryker Brigade Com-
bat Team is headed to Afghani-
stan, The three brigades, all as-
signed to the 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion, total about 12,000 soldiers,
maore than one-third of the post’s
active-duty force.

Fort Lewis is scheduled to re-
ceive two more simulators next
vear. It already has received
simulators for driving and main-
taining Stryker vehicles.

On the newest simulator, the
sights and firing controls are
identical to those within the ac-
tual vehicle, but soldiers view a
high-resolution virtual environ-
ment to identify, engage and de-
stroy targets. The system in-
cludes 211 training scenarios.

“We're trying to replicate

the various envil

weapon system in an hour

the simulator. “We have an abil-

ity to rapidly train peoggmﬂl

the system,” he said.
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New simulator trains Stryker troops
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Vehicles take months to reach
deployment in Afghanistan

Posted by Scott Fontaine

More than 300 armored Stryk-
ervehicles belonging to Fort Lew-
is' 5th Brigade, 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion begin arriving in Afghanistan
this week.

Almost 9,500 tons of vehicles
| and support equipment will arrive
in the country over the next two
' months, according to an Air Force
. news release.

Most will arrive on C-17 Globe-
master I11 cargo jets, although C-
17s from McChord Air Force Base
are not involved in the airlift, of-
ficials said.

Other equipment will be flown

- by commercial An-124 Ruslan
- jets. The airlift effort is expected to
| lastabout two months.
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island. The airlift will take them t
southern Afghanistan, where th
5th Brigade will deploy this sum
mer.

It’s the first time Strykers hav
been deploved on this scale in Af
ghanistan, although members o
Fort Lewis’ 2nd Battalion, 75t}
Ranger Regiment have used the
eight-wheeled vehicle in the
mountainous country.

The Army boasts seven Strykel
brigades - including three at For
Lewis - but all previous combaj

d experience has been in Irag.
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